Minutes of Kettleburgh Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 27 June 2007

Present: Cllrs J Bater, T Chase, R Durbin, D Harris, T Jessop, G Weeks.

The Parish Clerk was in attendance.  One parishioner was present.  The Meeting began at 7:20pm, following time for discussion with Mr L Doe of The Old School, regarding his Planning Application. 

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  Cllr Tim Chase declared an interest in item 4: Planning Application C07/1133

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were accepted from Cllrs Garland and Neilson.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 15 May were held over to the July meeting for approving and signing.

4. DEALING WITH PLANNING APPLICATIONS: The Chairman introduced a discussion on the way planning applications are dealt with by reading out suggestions prepared by Cllr Harris.  A full discussion followed, concluding in the decision to adopt the proposals put forward by the Council in March for small scale applications:
· Applicants should be informed of the date and time of the meeting relevant to their application.

· The Parish Clerk will keep a file for each application.

· Councillors will be encouraged to make a prior site visit, in order to come prepared to the meeting.

· SCDC will be consulted for any further background information.
It was also agreed that the Council would consider further how to engage with the views of the village regarding possible larger scale developments.  
5. PLANNING:

C07/1133 The Old School, Church Road – Erection of single storey extension.    Following examination of the plans and the discussion with Mr Doe before the meeting, Councillors supported this application.

C07/1094 Aleenta, Church Road – Erection of single storey front extension.  Mr & Mrs Wheeler-Rowe, of Aleenta, were unable to attend the meeting, but a letter from them, giving the background to their application was considered.  Councillors supported this application.  

6. VILLAGE GREEN ACCESS FROM CHURCH ROAD:  The Chairman gave a brief résumé of the background to this issue.  Mr Glason has replied to the clerk’s offer of a meeting with members of the new Council: he does not feel that such a meeting would be helpful.  Mr Glason still wants to know who was responsible for erroneously registering his land to the Parish Council.  His offer to grant a right of access to the Village Green across his  ‘ransom strip’ is dependent on getting an answer to this question.  The Chairman is in the process of producing a mini report, which will be taken to Mr Margason of Cross Ram, solicitors, in order that the Council and Mr Margason are agreed on the facts surrounding this issue.  Once a common understanding between the Council and Mr Margason has been reached, a meeting will be set up with Mr Glason.  
7. FINANCE:  Invoices for payment were approved and cheques were signed.  Payments will not be sent until the mandate to change cheque signatories from Barclays Bank has been approved.  Cllr Weeks was not satisfied with the quality of the training provided by SALC, attended by five Councillors on 4 June.  She suggested that payment be withheld and a letter be sent to SALC, detailing this dissatisfaction and requesting a discount.  A long discussion followed, where opposing views were put forward.  It was eventually decided that the Clerk would not send the cheque, but would write to SALC, suggesting that a further training session be held in Kettleburgh, with the possibility of inviting neighbouring Parish Councils to join us, and share the cost.  
	8.
	CORRESPONDENCE
Countryside Access: Rights of Way hierarchy
	-


	 The Clerk expressed thanks to former Cllr Sue Scott for her work which resulted in the upgrading of several of our village footpaths


Other correspondence to be circulated amongst Councillors.

9.    QUESTIONS TO CHAIRMAN:  

a) Cllr Weeks - Barrel Cottages footpath: there is as yet no sign of a footpath being installed.  The time to contact Mr David Steward at SCC Highways will be when work begins on finishing the access road, to ensure that the footpath is laid at the same time.  The Chairman added that he is concerned about the different levels of land at the boundary between no 6 Barrel Cottages and the Village Green.  He will monitor the situation.  The Clerk will liaise with SCDC so that the builders pay the full Playpot funding to SCDC, once work on the site is finished.  

b) Cllr Bater – Working Party Representatives:  Councillors are reminded to consider which areas of responsibility they feel should be allocated at the July meeting.

	10.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  

Wednesday 11 July 07 at 7:15p.m

11.  The meeting closed at 8:27p.m
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