Minutes of Kettleburgh Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 15 May 2007

Present: Cllrs J Bater, T Chase, R Durbin, D Harris, T Jessop, V Neilson, G Weeks.

The Parish Clerk was in attendance.  Ten members of the public were present.  The Meeting began at 8:15pm

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN 
There being only one nomination for chairman, Cllr Trevor Jessop was duly elected. Cllr David Harris was elected as vice chairman.

2. The DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE was completed and signed by the Chairman.

3. It was confirmed that all Councillors had signed their Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  Cllr Tim Chase declared an interest in item 15: Planning Application C07/0767

5. There were no Apologies for Absence.

6. Minutes of meeting held on 14 March were approved and signed.

7. Two names were put forward for co-option to fill the remaining place on the Council:  Mr Patrick Garland 

and Mr Robert Marzetti.  A written vote was conducted and following a close result, Mr Patrick Garland was 

co-opted to the council.  The clerk will contact him to inform him of his success.

8. TRAINING: The request for the clerk’s training bursary from NALC was approved.  The clerk outlined training opportunities for new councillors and will ask them to confirm their availability to attend a briefing for new councillors.

9. COFFEE MORNING: Cllr Gwenda Weeks outlined the background to Kettleburgh Green Trust’s new community project.  A monthly coffee morning is to be set up, taking place in the Village Hall on the first Friday of each month.  It will be a place for sharing news, exchanging or selling goods, and will hopefully provide a focus for information exchange within the village and further afield.  Councillors agreed their support for this project and wished it every success.

10. DRAINAGE IN MILL LANE: Following discussion concerning the drainage problem in Mill Lane, where water collects at the road entrance to Watermill House, adjacent to the Pound, it was agreed that the Chairman would pay a site visit and report back to the Council at its next meeting.  Cllr Chase informed the Council that he had contacted SCC Highways regarding this problem and had ascertained that the drain in question was not a road drain, and therefore not the responsibility of the Highways department.

	11.  FINANCE
a) The Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2007 were received and unanimously approved.  
b) The Annual Review of Assets was deferred to a future meeting, as Cllr David Harris offered to seek guidance about the way in which they are presented.  He will report back to the next meeting.  

c) The Annual Return Statements of Assurance and Annual Governance were completed and signed.

d) Following discussion about the budget set by the previous council, where it was pointed out that expenditure exceeded income, the Financial Statement for the end of April 2007 was received and approved.  The budget will be discussed again at the next Council meeting.

e) As two of the signators to the Parish Council Bank Account are no longer councillors, it was agreed that Cllrs Tim Chase, Rod Durbin and Trevor Jessop will in future be authorised to sign cheques.  The necessary mandate forms will be completed and returned to Barclays Bank.

f) Invoices for payment were approved and cheques were signed by Cllr Tim Chase.  The clerk will ask the former councillor Trevor Butcher to provide the second signature, to avoid unnecessary delay in payment, 
as the mandate for change of signatures will not yet be completed.


	12.  CLERK’S REPORT

	a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)
	Working party representatives: the system adopted by the previous Council of appointing working party representatives for areas of responsibility within the working of the Council was outlined: Community, Communications, Footpaths, Police Liaison and Trees were areas allocated to Councillors for their research and input.  It was suggested that consideration be given to whether this arrangement should continue, and if so, whether the areas of responsibility remain the same.

The Community Payback scheme, whereby offenders are used for local tasks such as redecorating, small repairs and litter-picking was brought to the attention of the Council.  As this venture is being investigated by the Village Hall committee, councillors agreed to wait for the outcome of their research before giving this matter any further thought.

There is a vacancy for a Local History Recorder.  Anyone interested in this voluntary post should contact the Clerk.
Village Green Vehicular Access: the background to this ongoing matter between Mr Charles Glason and the Parish Council was outlined.  Cllr David Harris added that after some discussion with Mr Glason, he seemed to be happy to allow access across his ‘ransom strip’ in Church Road.  However, the matter has not yet been brought to a conclusion.  It was suggested that new councillors should try to make a fresh start with Mr Glason.  A solicitor’s letter has been prepared to send to Mr Glason, but the situation will now be reviewed further. The Clerk will write to Mr Glason outlining the new Council’s views on the matter, and seek to arrange an amicable meeting between Mr Glason and one or two of the new Councillors.
Thanks to retiring Councillors: the Clerk will write a letter of thanks and appreciation to Councillors who retired in May.  She will also send a letter from the Council to Mr Graham Mooney, a past chairman of Kettleburgh Parish Council, wishing him well at this time of illness.
Traffic Calming: a ‘Minor Works Scheme’ to alleviate the problem of speeding traffic around the bend at Corner House is to be implemented by SCC Highways in the next couple of months.  This will involve additional SLOW signs painted on the road on either side of the bend, and the positioning of four verge marker posts on the bend outside Corner House. 


	13.

 a)

 b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)


	CORRESPONDENCE
Suffolk Preservation Society: invitation to join

SCC/IpswichBC: Unitary council consultation

Homestart: request for donation

EERA: Regional Gypsy and Traveller consultation

Schools Review information leaflets

East Suffolk Morris Men

SCC road closure

Standards Board: new Code of Conduct


	
-

-

-

-
	placed in correspondence pack for consideration

handed out

dancing at The Chequers on 17 September

Rectory Lane – weekend of 1 June

To be discussed at meeting in July


Other correspondence to be circulated amongst Councillors.

14. QUESTIONS TO CHAIRMAN:  

a) Parish Council Website: a suggestion was made that the updating of the Village Hall and Church pages could be passed on to individuals from the relevant organisations, in the same way that the Village Green page is now updated by Cllr Gwenda Weeks. The clerk will pursue this matter.

b) Raising the profile of the Parish Council: the suggestion to deliver Parish Council minutes to all households in the village was considered impractical, but their presence on the website will be advertised on the village notice board.  Cllr Gwenda Weeks will post a notice giving details of how to access the website.

c) Surface Water Drainage: the Chairman will find out whom to contact to resolve problems concerning drainage and report at the next meeting.

d) Planning Guidelines: the ‘Code of Practice’ for dealing with planning applications, put together by the previous Council, will be discussed at the next meeting.
	15.  PLANNING 

	Planning Decisions from SCDC:  

C07/0189 Maple House/Brambleside – Erection of 2 two-storey dwellings

APPROVED – subject to revised drawings showing the left building 1.5m lower, becoming a one storey building.

Having declared an interest in the following item, Cllr Chase left the meeting.

Planning Application:

C07/0767

Red Barn, Framlingham Road

Change of use – Electrical contractors office and store to residential.

New Councillors were reluctant to discuss the application without former notice and the opportunity to make a detailed study of the plans.  However, when appraised of the facts that there was to be no external change to the building and that it would remain a single family occupancy, they agreed not to oppose the application.

                                        

	16.  DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS:  

Wednesday 11 July 07

Wednesday 12 September 07

Wednesday 14 November 07

Wednesday 16 January 08 

Wednesday 12 March 08

Wednesday 21 May 08
                                                                  Meetings to begin in Open Session at 7:15p.m

Agenda items for meeting on 11 July by 27 June please

17.  The meeting closed at 10:07 p.m
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