Minutes of Kettleburgh Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 7 March 2006

Present: Cllrs J Bater, R Booth, T Chase, P Norman (Chair), S Scott 

Our County Councillor (arrived part way through the meeting), Community Police Officer and two parishioners were present.

The Meeting began at 7:15pm in Open session.  The chairman welcomed members of the public and invited representatives to give their reports:

CP Sergeant Cecilia Metherell: (report attached)

Open session was closed and the council meeting commenced.

1.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  Cllr Norman declared an Interest regarding Item 11.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies were accepted from SCDC Cllr N Jackson and 

Cllrs T Butcher and D Pike.

3.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of meeting held on 10 January were unanimously approved and signed.

4. RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR:  The resignation from Cllr Sargeantson was accepted.  The clerk will write a letter of thanks for her service to the council.

5. CASUAL VACANCY: There being no call from parishioners for an election to fill the vacancy, this position to be filled by co-option.  Mr Alan Pearce was co-opted by unanimous decision, to serve with immediate effect. The clerk will inform him of his appointment, provide him with council information and ensure that necessary paperwork is completed.

	6.  WORKING PARTIES - REPORTS
	

	a) Communications

Village website: Cllr Booth reported that the article in the Parish magazine to make villagers aware of the village website has stimulated a small amount of interest in community email from www.kettleburgh.org

	b) Village Green 

The chairman reported that hedging has been planted and signs erected. 

Framework Agreement: Following a meeting with Cross, Ram & Co. (solicitors) and communication with the Countryside Agency, a document will be drawn up that satisfies the requirements of the CA and is meaningful to both the Council and Kettleburgh Green Trust. 

	c) Footpaths/bridleways  

Cllr Scott has received useful information booklets from Rights of Way.  She has requested from the landowner the reinstatement of the footpath that leads from Mill Lane to Kettleburgh Hall.  She has made a start on the map of the parish showing rights of way and landowner references.  It is hoped this will be available for display at the Annual Meetings.

	d) Community

Emergency Planning Seminar: Cllr Bater will attend in April.  He made particular reference to measures that may need to be taken with regard to the threat of bird flu in our vicinity.  He will put together a list of vulnerable elderly people in the parish who may need assistance in an emergency.  The clerk will write an article for the Parish magazine to gather information for this project, which it is hoped will be ready for the Annual Meetings in May.

Offer of notice board from KGT: Kettleburgh Green Trust has a sum of money available for the design, construction and installation of a notice board.  The Trust would like to make this available for Parish Council use. SCC has given permission for it to be sited on their land adjacent to the post box in Lings Field.  The board will feature on its heading the village green logo and the Kettleburgh Man (by kind permission of Mrs Mary Moore).  The Parish Clerk and Mrs Gwenda Weeks, at Corner Cottage, will hold keys for the board.  The council unanimously supported this project.

Last post collection time:  the clerk reported that the single collection time from our post box has recently moved forward to 9a.m., making same day return of mail impossible for villagers.  Councillors concurred that this was a retrograde step regarding facilities in the village. When informed of this situation by a parishioner, Postwatch stated that Royal Mail had not followed correct procedures in changing the times. They are investigating further with a view to reinstating the collection to a later time in the day.  The clerk will contact the Post Office and Postwatch to inform them of the Council’s viewpoint. 

	e) Police Liaison
Speeding traffic at Corner House: Following a letter written on behalf of the occupants at Corner House, the clerk received a reply from SCC (Highways) stating that no traffic calming measures could be justified unless there were any “injury accidents recorded at this location”.  The reported damaged bollard information has been forwarded to the East area office of SCC at Saxmundham.  The clerk will also forward this reply to Cllr Bellfield for his comments.  

	f) Trees:   All is well.

	g) The Pound: 

Half yearly report: Cllr Bater stated that the willow has been pollarded and the site has been tidied. The poplar was felled on 6 March, with wood stacked ready for removal.  Cllr Bater will investigate whether the timber might be sold.  
Resiting of Power line: The chairman produced a photo of a substation similar to that which would replace the transformer and the pole when the power line is placed underground.  It was agreed that a suitable position for the substation would be to the left (river) side of the gate on Mill Lane.  Cllr Bater pointed out that any work carried out would need to be clear of the drain that runs close by.  The clerk will write to Mr Harris and EDF, informing them of these decisions.  

The meeting was closed on two occasions.  Firstly to allow Cllr Bellfield to make his report:
With a net government grant of only £1.4million, SCC has set its budget at an increase of 4.5%.  This has been achieved reluctantly by a reduction in services relating to care plans for elderly people, reduced bus services and some planned staff reduction.  The replacement of footpath signs has been stopped, apart from in Suffolk Coastal. Two major road plans (A140 at Farnham, bypass at Brandon) require substantial research funding. When questioned about the desirability of cuts in funding affecting the most vulnerable in our society, Cllr Bellfield suggested that SCC will need to follow a pattern of reorganisation and amalgamation of posts similar to those put into practice by SCDC, to achieve more efficient running costs.

Secondly to allow a parishioner to request that Cllr Bellfield be made aware of damage to verges in Mill Lane.


7. CLERK’S PAY AND CONDITIONS  (discussed at end of meeting).  The public was excluded from the meeting for this item.  The clerk left the room.  In her absence, it was agreed unanimously that she should progress one increment on the SCP scale and (in accordance with Min. 4, 8 Sept. 05) her hours should increase to four per week from April 2006.
	8.  FINANCE

a) Report from audit commission: Lubbock Fine’s report set out revised figures to include receipts and payments from the Village Green.  The auditors pointed out that all assets must be considered for insurance purposes.

b) Advertisement of Closure of Audit: this process has been completed.

c) The Financial Statement for the period ending 28 February was received and approved.  

d) Invoices for payment were approved and signed.  

e) The precept payments from SCDC will be made at the end of April and at the end of September.   


	9. i) CLERK’S REPORT  

	a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)


	Clerk’s new email address:  kettleburghparishclerk@postmaster.co.uk 

A new Neighbourhood Watch coordinator is needed.  Cllr Booth will consider taking on this rôle.

Ideas for Annual Parish Meeting: presentation by our Community Police officer, displays of footpath map and Emergency Planning ideas.

Parish newsletter: several formats were discussed.  The clerk will investigate further.

Collection of licence fees for land at rear of Church Road: letters have been sent as payment is due by 1 April.

The title of ‘Lord of the Manor’ of Kettleburgh is for sale.  Rev G Vellacott has more details.

Mrs Mary Mitson-Woods, CEO at SALC, is retiring at the end of April.  The clerk will write a letter expressing the council’s thanks for her help and advice.

	ii)

 a)

 b)

 c)

d)
	CORRESPONDENCE
Rural coffee caravan information project questionnaire/Mobile Library Review

Environment Agency consultation

SALC: Quality lunch, Brandeston 

FDDT: renewal of membership
	- to be completed by Cllr Pearce.

- information on Sizewell B power station requested.

- the chairman and clerk to attend: quality parish status to be discussed.

- email from Mr T Jessop recommending continued membership: agreed.


Other correspondence to be circulated amongst Councillors.

10.  QUESTIONS TO CHAIRMAN:  None

	11.  PLANNING 

	PLANNING DECISIONS FROM SCDC:  

C06/0010/FUL 2 REDROOFS The Street

Proposal: Erection of rear conservatory.                                        APPROVED


	12.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS:  

Tuesday 23 May 2006:  Annual Parish Meeting – 7:15 pm, followed by refreshments.

                                       Annual Meeting of Parish Council: - 7:45 pm  (Items for agenda by 9 May) 

13.  The meeting closed at 20:50
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