Minutes of Kettleburgh Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 29 November 2006

Present: Cllrs J Bater, T Butcher, T Chase, P Norman (Chair), A Pearce, D Pike, S Scott.  

The Parish Clerk was in attendance. Five parishioners were present.  

The Meeting began at 7:15pm in Open Session.  As there were no items brought before the council by the parishioners present, open session was closed and the meeting began.

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  There were none.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Apologies were accepted from Cllr. R Booth and our County Councillor Peter Bellfield.  

3. Minutes of the meetings held on 19 September and 2 November 2006 were unanimously approved and signed.

	4.   WORKING PARTY REPORTS
	

	a) Communications

No report.

	b)  Footpaths/bridleways  

SCC review of footpaths: Cllr Scott has completed and returned this review.  The clerk also holds a copy for reference.  

FP 25  (Kettleburgh Hall – Mill Lane) has recently been drilled and should soon be sprayed off.  An advisor from SCC is reviewing the stile on the footpath between Watermill House and The Chequers Inn, following comments about difficulty with access. 

	c) Community

Carol Singing and Christmas Tree Lights: Cllr. Bater gave advance notice of this event on 19 December.  The usual carol singing around the village will be followed this year by carols around the Christmas tree outside the Village Hall.  The tree and refreshments are to be provided by the Village Hall committee.  The Rev Graham Vellacott will switch on the lights and then mulled wine and mince pies will be served inside the hall.  This will be a community event, not for fund raising.  Councillors agreed to support this venture by making a contribution of £30 towards the cost of the tree lights.  

(Acting under power: LGA 1972 s.144)

	d) Police Liaison
No report available.  Cllr Pearce has not been able to make contact with PC Upson.  Cllr Pearce will contact Sgt. Metherell in an effort to promote better liaison.

	e) Trees.  
Cllr Chase has ordered 60 trees from SCDC to plant along the Kettleburgh to Brandeston Road and along the footpath from Brook Farm to Dowsing Bridge.  Our council contribution to this scheme is £24.  Cllr Chase welcomes help with planting.  The clerk will contact councillors to ask for help when the trees arrive.

	f) Parish Plan

Cllr Butcher (Parish Council representative on the steering group) reported that there have been two meetings following the training course at Parham Village Hall in October.  Other members of the steering group are: Patrick Garland, Robert and Liz Marzetti, Derek Nielsen and chairman Julie Seymour.  They are looking for more members, particularly to represent the full age range of villagers and to include residents who have lived here a long time.  Another councillor is also needed.  The next meeting is on 8 January 2007 and they will be held each month, with an action plan produced by the end of 2007.  The initial stakeholders list includes all areas of village life. The estimated cost of producing the Plan is £4200, with £1800 in cash. The Parish Council’s contribution to this will be £200.  

The chairman thanked Cllr Butcher for his willingness to be involved in the Parish Plan.  He also thanked Cllr Booth for chairing the well-attended Parish Plan Meeting held at the beginning of October, where villagers demonstrated their enthusiasm for a Parish Plan. Cllr Butcher added that a valid response and a reason for becoming involved could be a wish for there to be no change. 

 The clerk’s report from this meeting accompanies these minutes.


	5.  BUDGET PROPOSALS

a) Bids for budget funding.  The following were identified: Parish Plan £200, Tree lights £30, Trees £24
b) The Budget Proposal for 2007-8 (attached) was considered.  

Income: the reserve fund has successfully been built up to equal approximately one third of the current precept. 

Payments: the proposed expenditure of £1200 on traffic calming was discussed. It was agreed that this is an issue which is constantly on the agenda and therefore is worthy of consideration in expenditure.  It was queried whether provision should be made in the budget for election costs, rather than meeting possible costs from the reserve.  The budget will be set at the next meeting.  Councillors will contact the clerk with any further thoughts.  




	6. FINANCE

a)  Completion of Audit.  The clerk read out the external auditors report which highlighted the omission of KGT income and payments from the Statement of Accounts.  As KGT is now independent of the Parish Council, the accounts will be simplified next year and the Parish Council will revert to the lower scale of audit fee.  

b)  The Financial Statement for the end of October 2006 was received and approved.  The clerk also provided councillors with a similar statement prepared using the new accounting software for comment.   The chairman was concerned that there was no comparison of spending against the budget, and asked the clerk to report against the budget on a regular basis. 
c)  Invoices for payment were approved and signed.  (list attached)


	7. CODE OF PRACTICE FOR HANDLING COMPLAINTS

The draft document, circulated at the meeting on 2 November, was agreed and adopted.  A copy will be held on file with the Code of Conduct.  


	8.     i) CLERK’S REPORT  

	a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)
	The Pound – the underground cable is in place and the pole has been removed, improving the appearance of the Pound and creating a more open aspect. 

Clean Neighbourhoods – following complaints about dog fouling, warning notices have been attached to footpath signposts around Kettleburgh Hall.

Annual Parish Council Meeting 2007 - with Councillors’ agreement, the date has been altered to 17 May, to comply with timing restrictions in an election year.  

Council Elections – to raise the profile and encourage new councillors, the elections will be advertised in the Parish magazine, on the notice board, and in a newsletter early in 2007.

Village Green – Trevor Jessop has been appointed as the new liaison officer between KGT and KPC.  As Mr Jessop was present, the Chairman closed the meeting to allow him to speak.  Mr Jessop reported that the main focus of activity at present is the play area, which will now be situated on the orchard, close to the Church Road entrance to the Green.  The meeting reopened.  

Clerk’s networking day – two positive outcomes: the reclamation of £114.23 VAT and the setting up of a Parish Council website under the auspices of www.onesuffolk.co.uk.  It was agreed that the clerk should attend a one day training session for producing the website at a cost of £60.

Bus Shelter – the shelter is made and will be installed when Highways has put the base in place.



	a)

b)

c)

d)


	ii) CORRESPONDENCE
Mr D Harris: 27 Sept, 10 Oct, 24 Oct, 9 Nov.

Rev G Vellacott: War Memorial

Rural Housing Seminar

Royal Mail: award
	-

-

-

-

-


	The Pound – Cllr Bater stated that the agreed management plan is being followed.  No costs have been incurred this year. Use of the Pound will be addressed in the Parish Plan.  Thanks expressed to Cllr Bater for his maintenance work.

Overhead wires in the village – the clerk will contact EDF to ask if they can be placed underground.

Kettleburgh PCC has requested that the Parish Council investigate restoration of the war memorial, in order to make the writing more legible.  The clerk will contact the Conservation Officer at SCDC for advice.

Cllr Butcher hopes to attend on 4 December at Leiston Abbey and will make a report at the meeting in January.

No names were suggested for the award for charitable or outstanding community involvement. 


Other correspondence to be circulated amongst Councillors.

9. QUESTIONS TO CHAIRMAN:  Agenda items for next meeting – 

1. Dealing with Planning Applications (with regard to public involvement, site meetings)

2. Village events insurance 

10. PLANNING 

Planning Decisions from SCDC:  

C06/1733/FUL

Brook Lodge, Brandeston Road.

Erection of one & half storey extension with single storey lean-to (existing double garage to be demolished) (Resubmission of C06/0734)

                                                                                                     APPROVED

C06/1871/FUL

Plot 6, Land between Sandpit Cottage & 1 Constable Court.

Erection of one two-storey dwelling (amended house type to that approved by application C06/0694) 

                                                                                                     APPROVED

Planning Application:

Amended description for:

C06/1853/FUL

Watermill House, Mill Lane.  

Proposal: Erection of outbuilding for accommodation ancillary to the main house.

   No further comments were made following the decision made at the planning meeting on 2 November.
	11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Wednesday 10 January 2007 at 7:15pm

Agenda items by 29 December please

12.  The meeting closed at 8:40pm


Kettleburgh Parish  Plan

Following a successful meeting on 3 October, when more than 40 people attended, Kettleburgh has voted in favour of carrying out its own Parish Plan.  

The meeting began with refreshments and an introduction from the Parish Council Vice Chairman, Rob Booth.  Annette Gray from Suffolk ACRE explained the purposes and benefits of a Parish Plan.  They are summarised as follows: 

· A means of engaging with the community and finding out its views

· Providing solutions to local problems

· Linking social, economic and environmental issues

· Feeding into the Local Development Framework (replacement for the Local Plan)

· Liasing with the Local Strategic Partnership (which helps to bring services to the community)

· Enhancing community spirit

· Catering for the needs of the young and elderly

· Providing backing for funding

Steve Brown from Suffolk Coastal Planning Department provided more details of the planning framework and explained how a Parish Plan can give the District Council insight to local issues 

and concerns. An open forum followed, giving villagers the opportunity to ask questions, before the vote was taken. A large majority of the meeting was in favour of producing a Parish Plan.

A Village Plan is a community project.  Its main source of information is a house to house questionnaire, devised by a steering group.  The project attracts grant funding from local and national bodies, with a 5% contribution from the Parish Council.  The Parish Council has agreed to support the findings of the Plan.  Once the questionnaire has been completed and analysed, its findings are presented to the village and an action plan is developed.  

Those present at the meeting were invited to complete a short form, giving details of how they would like to be involved.  The following villagers have offered to form the steering group:

Trevor Butcher, Patrick Garland, Liz Marzetti, Robert Marzetti, Julie Seymour.

Following a workshop in mid October, the steering group will begin to establish the aims and objectives of the project and seek the necessary funding.  If you have offered to support the project in any way, expect to hear from a steering group member soon.  If you missed the meeting, but would like to be involved, it is not to late to register an interest.  Once the steering group has elected a chairman, there will be publicity about ways of getting involved and who to contact.  You can also begin to think about issues that concern you in Kettleburgh. Now is the time to make a real difference.

Jackie Clark

15 

