Minutes of Kettleburgh Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 19 September 2006

Present: Cllrs R Booth, T Butcher, T Chase, P Norman (Chair), A Pearce, D Pike, S Scott.  

The Parish Clerk was in attendance.  Cllr Bellfield  and five parishioners were present.  

The Meeting began at 7:15pm in Open Session.  

The Chairman invited our County Councillor to address the meeting: Cllr Bellfield  reported the following  cost saving measures: SCC has stopped free lunches and refreshments at meetings (a saving of over £12,000 per month), pay rises will no longer automatically be in line with the RPI, council workers will no longer receive automatic annual grade increases.  Care homes in danger of closure will be kept open and run as partnerships.  Consultations on one system of tiered schooling throughout Suffolk are in progress.  SCC is considering more incineration (electricity generated to be fed into the National Grid) and some new recycling measures, as a means to reducing the use of landfill for rubbish disposal.  

The Chairman thanked Cllr Bellfield for his report.  Open session was closed and the meeting began.

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  There were none.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Apologies were accepted from Cllr Bater.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 12 July 2006  were unanimously approved and signed.

	4.   WORKING PARTY REPORTS
	

	a) Communications

Village website: Cllr Booth reported that minutes were now available for reading.  He will shortly be posting photographs from the Village Green Celebration on Saturday 16 September.

	b)  Footpaths/bridleways  

 SCC has requested information regarding the usage of our village footpaths. Cllr Scott is currently examining each path with the landowners in order to highlight deficiencies and assess how well they are used.  She will complete her report by the end of September.  

	c) Community

Coffee Caravan: the visit took place on 18 July.  It was attended by six or more people.  It is hoped that we will have a return visit next summer.  

Village Green Celebration:  the Chairman congratulated the Kettleburgh Green Trust on the magnificent event held on Saturday 16 September. It was an all age celebration that was enjoyed by everyone who attended.  The clerk will write a letter of thanks to the Chairman of  the KGT.

	d) Police Liaison
Traffic Calming: following two incidents of bollard damage at the junction of the Street and Brandeston Road, the Clerk and Chairman attended a site meeting with Luke Barber from SCC to consider safety measures.  Due to budget restrictions, a SLOW sign painted on the road was the only suggestion that would be funded by SCC.  A higher profile measure, a ‘gateway’ and a rough band on the road, was costed at about £2000.  These proposals will be discussed at our budget setting in November. The clerk will write to Mr & Mrs Thomas at Corner House, asking them to trim their willow tree which overhangs the road.  

Mobile Police Van will visit on the following dates: 21 September, 19 October, 16 November, 14 December, outside the Village Hall, from 12 noon – 1:30pm.

	e) Trees.  
Cllr Chase proposed some tree planting along the Brandeston Road.  Other suggestions for amenity planting in the village should be made to Cllr Chase by the end of September.  He will investigate a contribution to funding with Ann Westover from SCDC.

	5.  FINANCE

a) Completion of Audit: Lubbock Fine is still dealing with the audit.  The Clerk has answered five phone call queries from their accountant, who seems unable to resolve the matter.
b) The Financial Statement for the end of August 2006 was received and approved.  As there are problems with the new accounting software, the financial statement remains in its original format.   
c) Invoices for payment were approved and signed.  



	6.  INSURANCE 
The Parish Council Insurance was reviewed.  It was decided to include the new notice board at its value of £1600.  As the renewal policy sent by Suffolk ACRE was found to be incorrectly worded, the Council approved a premium of £147, the amount paid last year, with an upper limit of £200, to include the cover for the notice board.   The clerk will renew the policy when the correct one is sent.


	7.  PARISH PLAN

        a) Councillors agreed to support this project with financial assistance either from the reserve fund or with budget proposals.

        b) Arrangements for the Public Meeting on 3 October: the Clerk described the format of the meeting and listed the following people who have accepted invitations to attend: Annette Gray from Suffolk ACRE, CPO Mike Upson, a representative from SCDC Planning Dept., Rev. Graham Vellacott, Jane Pollock (Chair of Easton’s Parish Plan Steering Group).  Cllr Norman gave his apologies as he is unable to attend, so Cllr Booth (Vice Chairman) will preside.  The Parish Council will provide refreshments (under LGA 1972, s.144/5).  Cllr Booth will obtain glasses wine and fruit juice to cater for a maximum of 100.  

c) Cllr Butcher agreed to represent the Parish council on the Steering Group.

d) Councillors agreed, in principle, to support action points from the consultation.


	8.     i) CLERK’S REPORT  

	a)

b)

c)

 d)

e)

f)

g)
	The Pound – the substation is in place. The new connection of the underground cable and the removal of the pole will take place within the next two to three weeks.  Cllr Bater informed the Clerk that he would then carry out maintenance of the Pound, in the form of tidying and clearing work.

Ownership of the Village Hall – research has shown that the Village Hall is held in trust for the village by three trustees.  It is not owned by the Parish Council.

Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act Workshop -  parishes have the power, if desired, to administer fixed penalty notices for litter, graffiti and dog fouling.  Cllr Chase was keen to use this power for litter offenders on Brandeston Road.  He will study the literature and handbooks provided by the Clerk and report back to Council.

Great Blakenham Recycling Centre Open Day – this was attended by the Clerk and Cllr Bater.  Information regarding recycling to be reported when the grey bins scheme is imminent in Kettleburgh.

Training – Cllr Pearce hopes to attend new councillor training in the new year.  The Clerk will attend a networking day at a cost of £7.

Welcome pack for new residents – this scheme is to be undertaken by the Parochial Church Council.

KGT Framework Agreement was signed on 19 July 2006.  Copies are held by the clerk and KGT. 

	a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

i)

j)

k)

l)
	ii) CORRESPONDENCE
Suffolk ACRE / SALC: AGM invitations

SLCC: Application to join

SCDC: Local Development Framework  

W D Holt: the Kettle

C Glason: Vehicular Access to the Village Green (copy of letter sent to Cross, Ram & Co. solicitors)

SCC: Advice to small businesses

Planning Seminars: 19 October/SALC LDF Training workshop – 14 November

SCDC: Cross-boundary Gypsy Traveller Accommodation Assessment

Suffolk Constabulary Crime Reduction Panel: Invitation to join

SCC: Provision of Bus Shelter

CPRE: Campaign in the East of England

	--

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
	no councillors were available to attend.  Apologies to be sent.

put before the Council, but the Clerk did not feel the need to belong.

articles highlighted regarding importance of Parish Plans.                       

the Chairman read  the letter to the meeting.

the Chairman read  the letter to the meeting. After lengthy discussion it was decided that the Clerk would acknowledge the receipt of the copied letter, and then wait to hear from 

Mr Stavely Dick at Cross, Ram.

to be copied and sent to local businesses and posted on notice board

Cllr Butcher will contact the Clerk if he is able to attend.    

no one able to attend.

not relevant to our Parish.

no councillors available.  The clerk will post information in the parish magazine.

apologies for delay in provision by Chris Seaman of SCC 

councillors were invited to lobby Rt Hon Ruth Kelly regarding the improvement of the draft East of England Plan.


Other correspondence to be circulated amongst Councillors.

9. QUESTIONS TO CHAIRMAN:  There were none. 

	10. PLANNING 

Planning Decisions from SCDC:  

C06/0734/FUL

Brook Lodge, Brandeston Road.

Erection of one & half storey extension with single storey link

                                                                               REFUSED (second refusal, submitted without the plans for the cart lodge)




	Planning Application

C06/1706

PLOTS 5 &6, LAND BETWEEN SANDPIT COTTAGE AND 1 CONSTABLE COURT

Proposal: Erection of two, two storey rear extensions to part completed dwellings (amended scheme to C05/0694)

Contrary to the submission by the applicant, the footprint of the buildings will be increased.  The extension to plot 6 includes an upstairs window which will overlook the adjacent bungalow.  The site will be overdeveloped.  If the principle to extend is established, there may be applications to extend nos. 1 – 4 in a similar fashion.  This would not be in keeping with the original character of the dwellings.   The properties were to be in the affordable housing market.  For these reasons, councillors voted against supporting this application, with one abstention.




	12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Wednesday 29 November at 7:15pm

Agenda items by 15 November please

13.  The meeting closed at 20:54
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