Minutes of Kettleburgh Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 12 July 2006

Present: Cllrs J Bater, R Booth (Chair), T Butcher, A Pearce, D Pike, S Scott.  

The Parish Clerk was in attendance.  CPO Mike Upson and one parishioner were present.  

The Meeting began at 7:15pm in Open Session.  The Chairman invited our Community Police Officer to address the meeting.  CPO Mike Upson introduced himself to councillors and gave a summary of his role as CPO.  In addition to the nine villages he covers in the Yoxford area, he has taken on the parishes covered by our former CPO.  He does not therefore expect to be able to attend Parish Council meetings on a regular basis, but is always available by phone or email.  He will contact us if there are matters of concern.  He outlined possible developments in Community Policing: April 2007 is the proposed date for Neighbourhood Policing to be introduced and it is hoped that by April 2008 there will be 220 Community Support Officers in place.  He explained that although the Mobile Police Van which visits Kettleburgh is run separately, he will try to be present on these occasions, in order to provide a local link to the community.  He has the use of a radar gun for speed checks, and hopes to be able to use it in Kettleburgh when traffic is passing through the village before 9a.m.  

The chairman thanked CPO Upson for his report and asked for any further comments from the public.  As there were none, open session was closed and the meeting began.

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  There were none.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Apologies were accepted from Cllr Norman and Cllr Chase.  SCC Cllr Bellfield also sent his apologies.

3. Minutes of meetings held on 23 May and 15 June 2006  were unanimously approved and signed.

	4.   WORKING PARTY REPORTS
	

	a) Communications

Village website: the site was recently hacked into, but is running smoothly again now.  Cllr Booth apologised for the delay in posting up to date council minutes. He will make the Neighbourhood Watch newsletter available for reading on the website.

	b)  Footpaths/bridleways  

 Cllr Scott reported that the footpath from Mill Lane to Kettleburgh Hall has now been sprayed off, but appears narrower than before.  The path by the Gun Club has been cut back to allow access.  Any overgrown paths should be reported to Cllr Scott.  There is still a query over the stile on the path between The Chequers and Watermill House.  The clerk will draft a letter to Mr & Mrs Harris.  

	c) Community

Kettleburgh Fete: Cllr Bater reported an excellent result of £3284.62, adding that the event was enjoyed by all and thanking everyone involved for their efforts.  

The Pound: Paths in the grass have been cut and nettles sprayed off.  The remaining grass will be cut as a late hay crop in early August.  This will be cleared off and it is hoped to plant some wildflower seeds.  Offers of help were accepted from Cllrs Butcher and Pearce.  

	d) Police Liaison
Cllr Pearce added to the report given by our CPO; the Smiley speed indicator was used mid-morning in the village earlier this week.  The traffic calming markings at the Kettleburgh end of Brandeston are now in place.

	e) Trees.  No report  

	5.  VILLAGE GREEN

The Framework Agreement between the Parish Council and Kettleburgh Green Trust is ready for signing.  The meeting was opened to allow Mrs Gwenda Weeks the opportunity to explain the desired timeframe for the Framework Agreement: it is hoped that the document, signed by the Parish Council, can be put before the KVG meeting on 26 July.  Councillors requested time to study the document before signing takes place.  It was therefore proposed that the Framework Agreement be circulated via email to councillors, allowing until 19 July for comments to the clerk, who will then sign the two copies and forward them to the secretary of the Village Green Trust.  This proposal was unanimously accepted.


	6.  FINANCE

a) The Annual Return has been sent to the external auditors and the audit has been advertised as required.

b) The Financial Statement for the end of June 2006 was received and approved.  The clerk informed the meeting that PC Cashbook had arrived.  The next financial statement would be prepared using the new software and may appear in a different format.
c) Invoices for payment were approved and signed.  



	7.  INSURANCE

The Public Liability clause of the Parish Council insurance relies on a regular logged system of inspection for hazards.  With regard to the Pound, Cllr Bater will compile an inspection log, to be completed on each visit to the Pound.  This log will record works carried out and will include a visual inspection for hazards.  

It was also noted that the fire hydrant by the Pound is obscured by plant growth.  Cllr Pearce requested a copy of the list of fire hydrants in the village.  


	8.  PARISH PLAN

A public meeting, outlining the procedures for and benefits of a Parish Plan, is to be arranged for October. The clerk will contact Annette Gray from Suffolk ACRE.  Cllr Booth added that he would contact a colleague from a village that has completed its Parish Plan, with a view to inviting him to speak at the proposed meeting.  


	9.     i) CLERK’S REPORT  

	a)

 b)

c)

 d)

e)

f)

g)
	Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act: the clerk will attend a workshop in Felixstowe.

Telephone kiosk/Emergency Plan: these items will be left for consideration in the Parish Plan.

The Pound – underground cable:  work is expected to take place in September.

Rural Coffee Caravan:  the visit to Kettleburgh will take place on Tuesday 18 July, from 2 – 4pm, outside the Village Hall.  Councillors will distribute advertising leaflets to houses in the village.

Grants for developing village website: the clerk has details of possible grant funding ( for consideration in the Parish Plan?)

Post box: following two phone calls, the day tag for Sunday has now been reinstated.

Ownership of Village Hall:  the clerk is trying to establish who owns the Village Hall.  Cllr Butcher will make a search of the Land Registry.

	 a)

 b)

 c)

d)


	ii) CORRESPONDENCE
Suffolk ACRE: Invitation to AGM

Hastoe Housing

Royal Mail: repricing structure

Suffolk Handyperson Service


	- 28 September at Haughley Park Barn.  Cllr Booth may be able to attend. 

- part ownership of one of the houses in Church Field was for sale, but the house has now been withdrawn from the market.

- from 21 August, Royal Mail’s pricing structure will be by size and shape, not simply by weight.  Full details will be sent to all residents ans advertised nationally.  

- a poster advertising this service, of particular interest  to those over 65, will be       place on the notice board.


Other correspondence to be circulated amongst Councillors.

10. QUESTIONS TO CHAIRMAN:  There were none.  

	11.  PLANNING 

	Planning Decisions from SCDC:  

C06/0734/FUL

Brook Lodge, Brandeston Road.

Erection of one & half storey extension with single storey link, and detached cart lodge style garage 

(existing double garage to be demolished)

                                                                                     REFUSED

This application was contrary to policies AP19 (respecting the character and form of the original dwelling)

and AP34 (the extension is not modest in appearance)

C06/0807/FUL

1 Redroofs, The Street

Erection of conservatory to rear.
                                                                                     APPROVED  


	12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Tuesday 19 September at 7:15pm

Agenda items by 5 September please

13.  The meeting closed at 20:24
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