Minutes of Kettleburgh Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 10 January 2006

Present: Cllrs J Bater, R Booth, T Butcher, P Norman (Chair), D Pike, S Scott 

Our District Councillor, Community Police Officer and four parishioners were present.

The Meeting began at 7:15pm in Open session.  The chairman welcomed members of the public and invited representatives to give their reports:

Cllr Neil Jackson (SCDC): Monewden airfield has applied for an extension to flying limits.  Cllr Jackson is visiting Parish Councils in the vicinity of Monewden to gather views on this proposal.  He explained that SCDC has delayed its decision in order to gather specific information on take off and landing logs.  There will be a maximum number of movements allowed when the decision is made. When invited to address any questions to Cllr Jackson, one parishioner expressed strong opposition to any intrusion by further noise. 

CP Sergeant Cecilia Metherell: acts as supervisor of community police officers.  Following the redeployment of PC Miller, it is hoped that Kettleburgh will have a CPO by April this year. Five crimes have been recorded in Kettleburgh since 1 September 2005.  Kettleburgh’s request for traffic calming measures reflects a similar concern in all local parishes. Most CPOs have now been trained in the use of hand held speed guns.  (The chairman pointed out that local conditions in The Street make it impractical to use a speed gun.  He expressed the hope that other means of recording speeding vehicles be found.) A parishioner expressed concern over the number of times that the weight limit on Kettleburgh Bridge was exceeded.  CPS Metherell will look into this matter (report attached).

Open session was closed and the council meeting commenced.

1.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  Cllr Norman declared an Interest regarding Item 11.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Mr P Bellfield (SCC), Cllr T Chase.

3.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Minutes of meetings held on 3 and 22 November 2005 were unanimously approved and signed.

4. STANDING ORDERS: Revised standing orders were unanimously approved and adopted.  Cllr Butcher requested a copy of the Code of Conduct.

5. TRAFFIC CALMING IN BRANDESTON: The chairman read a letter from Brandeston Parish Clerk, seeking permission for white line and bridge painting to be carried out at the Brandeston end of Kettleburgh.  Permission was granted.

	6.  WORKING PARTIES - REPORTS
	

	a) Communications

Village website: Cllr Booth reported that the Parish Church web page is now in place.  He has written an article for inclusion in the February edition of the Parish magazine to make villagers aware of the village website.  

	b) Village Green 

i) Framework Agreement: the clerk attended a trustees’ meeting where the agreement was discussed and modified. When alterations are complete, it will be circulated amongst councillors.  

ii) The chairman expressed thanks to Cllr Bellfield who ensured that a grant of £2000 was made to the village green by SCC.  He reported that work is progressing on site, with planned spring planting of hedging, shrubs and trees including fruit trees, grass seeding and a five metre oak tree.  Working parties for this planting are planned for 18/19 and 25/26 February.

	c) Footpaths/bridleways  

Cllr Scott will visit all footpaths and bridleways during the spring and plans to produce a map of the parish showing rights of way and landowner references.

	d) Community

Village hall insurance:  Cllr Bater reported that the village hall committee has reviewed its insurance provision. It was decided at their meeting that the quote of £1317 received from Cornhill Insurers, which covered a new rebuilding estimate of £236 000, was very high; the village hall committee agreed to insure for public liability and the previous rebuild cost of £78,000.

	e) Police Liaison
Speed cameras: (see report above) 

	f) Trees:   covered in item 7


	7. TREE FELLING IN THE POUND

a) Resiting Power line underground: The clerk has contacted EDF to remind them of their intention to place underground the power line which crosses the Pound. This has implications regarding the requirement to fell the white willow.  Following further consultation with the tree surveyor, it has been established that if the power lines are underground, there is no problem with the white willow which is situated close to them.

b) Consideration of quotes for felling of trees: the clerk produced three quotes from tree surgeons and these were examined.  After discussion it was agreed that only the poplar should be felled.

c) Selection of Contractor:  It was unanimously decided to ask Mr P Bush to fell the poplar. The clerk will request that the work be completed by the end of March.


	8.  FINANCE

a) Report from audit commission: this has still not arrived.  The clerk explained that the fee will now be £250 +VAT.  This dramatic increase is because the council’s expenditure, which by necessity includes Village Green spending, carries the council into a higher band of payments.  Next year’s fee will include a residue of this spending and will be in the region of £120.  The chairman suggested that the clerk should write to the Village Green Trust to inform them of this situation and request assistance with the payment.

b) The Financial Statement for the period ending 31 December was received and approved.  

c) Budget proposals for 2006-7(final version attached): The resolution to accept the budget was approved unanimously.
d) Precept for 2006/7:  The resolution to set the precept for £3200 was agreed unanimously.




	9. CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE

	i)

a)

b)

c)

d)


	Insurance cover:

Emergency Planning Proforma:

Bus shelter update: 

Reporting problems concerning HGV lorries:
	-Suffolk ACRE has confirmed that the Pound is covered in our insurance policy.  
-details were completed and will be returned to the SALC office.

-SCC is waiting for a response from Suffolk Heritage Housing, who owns the land where it is hoped that the shelter will be situated.
-this can be carried out online at www.csduk.com

	ii)

a)

 b)

 c)

 d)
	Correspondence:

SCC Rights of Way signs: 

Recycling centre height barrier: 
Suffolk Preservation Society

“Whose Master’s Voice?” 

NHS: Patient-Led Consultations:


	-posts adjoining roads to be replaced with new, more durable plastic signs.

-the barrier has been raised to two metres:

- a campaign to increase local participation with regard to planning issues was signed by the chairman on behalf of the council.

see www.nscsha.nhs.uk for further info.


Other correspondence to be circulated amongst Councillors.
10.  QUESTIONS TO CHAIRMAN:  None

	11.  PLANNING     The chairman vacated the chair and his place was taken by Cllr Booth, vice-chairman

	PLANNING DECISIONS FROM SCDC:  

C05/2087/FUL

CORNER COTTAGE, LOW ST

Proposal: Retention of Conservatory         APPROVED
PLANNING APPLICATIONS:

C06/0010/FUL 2 REDROOFS The Street

Proposal: Erection of rear conservatory.  This was considered and approved unanimously.

The chairman took the chair again.




	12.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  

Tuesday 7 March 2006  (Items for agenda by 22 February)      
13.  The meeting closed at 20:30
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