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Reading poetry is a helpful way to get us thinking about God and the 
world that we live in – maybe a poem a day could be a good task for 
us during Lent. Here is one to start you off. 

 

Spring Flowers 

Bowing adorers of the gale, 

Ye cowslips delicately pale, 

Upraise your loaded stems; 

Unfold your cups in splendour; speak! 

Who decked you with that ruddy streak 

And gilt your golden gems? 

Violets, sweet tenants of the shade, 

In purple's richest pride arrayed, 

Your errand here fulfil; 

Go, bid the artist's simple stain 

Your lustre imitate--in vain-- 

And match your Maker's skill. 

Daisies, ye flowers of lowly birth, 

Embroiderers of the carpet earth, 

That stud the velvet sod, 

Open to Spring's refreshing air, 

In sweetest smiling bloom declare 

Your Maker and your God. 
 

John Clare 

 

A word from Mary Baker 
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https://internetpoem.com/john-clare/spring-flowers-poem/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/speak/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/golden/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/sweet/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/shade/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/purple/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/pride/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/simple/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/match/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/birth/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/earth/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/velvet/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/open/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/spring/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/bloom/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/god/


 

 
 

Lent, by Jean M Watt 
Lent is a tree without blossom, without leaf, 

Barer than blackthorn in its winter sleep, 
All unadorned. Unlike Christmas which decrees 

The setting-up, the dressing-up of trees, 
Lent is a taking down, a stripping bare, 

A starkness after all has been withdrawn 
Of surplus and superfluous, 

Leaving no hiding-place, only an emptiness 
Between black branches, a most precious space 

Before the leaf, before the time of flowers; 
Lest we should see only the leaf, the flower, 

Lest we should miss the stars. 
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Martin Parmenter update 

Martin is home again following three weeks in hospital following an op-
eration, pneumonia and finally Covid in that order. He is fragile but 
slowly progressing.  Many thanks to everyone - neighbours and friends 
- for practical help, cards, visits, kind wishes and not least for the pray-
ers which have sustained us both. Deirdre and Martin  

BREAKING NEWS… The Right Revd Martin Seeley, the Bishop of 

St Edmundsbury and Ipswich, is delighted to announce that The Revd 

Ann Kember has been appointed as Priest in Charge of the Orebeck 

benefice.  Ann is currently Rector of the benefice of St Mary’s, Chard 

with Combe St Nicholas, Wambrook and Whitestaunton in Somerset in 

the Diocese of Bath and Wells.  A date for Ann’s licensing service will 

be confirmed in due course.  The Bishop has asked me to pass on his 

thanks to all those involved in the process of Ann’s appointment, and 

he assures you of his prayers.  Please pray for Ann and her husband 

Mick as they prepare for their move. This appointment is subject 

to completion of legal formalities. 

Church News  



 

 

 

 

 

 BRANDESTON FOOD 
BANK  

We had a fantastic re-
sponse to our appeal for 
items for the food bank 
in February. The people 
at the Salvation Army 
were delighted. Thank 
you all very much. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Brandeston 
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All Saints Brandeston Church Cleaning Rota 

       Brandeston 
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Julia Elson & Kelly Jeffery 5th March 2023 

Lydia Freeman 19th  March 2023 

Helen Fletcher 

Karren Piper 
2nd April  2023 

Ruth Garratt 

Mary Baker 
16th April  2023 

Ruth Risk  1943- 2023 

     David and family would like to thank everybody who 

     sent messages and cards and attended the funeral 

     of Ruth. We felt it was a lovely service and send-off 

     and were greatly heartened by your support and  

     sharing memories with you afterward. 

Brandeston Film Club 

Brandeston Film Club will be showing Mrs Harris goes to Paris on 
Friday 10th March 2023, 7.00 p.m. at Brandeston Village Hall. Based on 
the novella by Paul Gallico. Mrs Harris (Lesley Manville), a widowed charlady 
in post-war London, falls madly in love with a couture Dior dress, and decides 
that she must have one of her own. “There’s such a lovely sweet-natured 
sense of fun in this Cinderella tale, a multicoloured confection like something 
that Fortnum & Mason might put in the shop window.  

Watch the trailer at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iO9JcPbbmAA.  

No need to book in advance.  

Christopher McArthur 07887 825008 

Roz McKenzie 07910979781 

Steve Western and Michael Cousens 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iO9JcPbbmAA
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The Churchill Arms Brandeston’s Pop Up Pub will next open its doors at 
6:00 pm on Friday, 24th March. It will be the third time we’ve run it and for 
those who haven’t yet popped in, you’ve missed a friendly night out where 
you can meet friends, neighbours and other village residents and where the 
only noise is the buzz of conversations all around the hall. 

There is a choice of at least two draft beers, various bottled beers, lagers, 
red, white and rosé wines, prosecco, gin, and soft drinks. On the snack side 
there are crisps, peanuts, hot dogs and the very popular fish finger bap.  

These are the planned opening dates for the next six months:  

• 24 March • 21 April • (6,7,8 May – Coronation) • 19 May (a week before 
half term) • 16 June • 21 July. 

The Churchill Arms welcomes children and is a Brandeston Village Hall sup-
ported event. No dogs are allowed in the village hall.  

Helen Fletcher, Pat and Darryl Morgan 

 

THE BIG BRANDESTON BREAKFAST 

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

Sunday 12th March from 9.00 to 11.00 am 
Veggie, GF, and light options available. 

Please request special dietary require-
ments in advance. 
Proceeds to All Saints’ Church 



 

 

 

              Kettleburgh  

 

The results of the February 2023 KGT Lottery draw : 

1st Prize: Rob Booth 

          2nd Prize: Nora and Louise 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Andrews Church, Kettleburgh  
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  Cleaning Flowers 

March Anne & John Bater  Anne Bater 

April Claire Norman Claire Norman 



 

 

 

 

  

All Saints' Church, Easton 

Services in Easton 

There will be Morning Prayer on 12th March and Holy Communion on 
26th March both services at 11.00 am.  The Benefice service on 5th 
March is at Brandeston at 10.00 am when Revd Robin Alderson will 
take the service. 

Sunday Cafe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Group 

The Discussion Group meets again on 1st 
March, when we shall be pooling our 
knowledge about St David (well, it is St David's 
Day!).  We shall be meeting this month at Little 
Barn, Northgates, Monewden, at 10.30 am.  
New members are always welcome.  (If you 
need a lift, please phone 01728 746667). 

 

Services on Zoom   

There will be no Zoom service on 19th March 
as it clashes with the Mothering Sunday ser-
vice. 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

On 28th March the annual meeting of All Saints' will be held in 
Easton church at 7 pm. This will present the annual report and ac-
counts, which will also be on displayed in the church porch from 
18th March.   
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      Easton 



 

 

 

 

 
A GREAT RESULT! 

 
THANK YOU to everyone who turned out to sing carols in Parham on 
20th December. This was the first time we had ventured out since be-
fore Covid which made it extra special for everyone concerned. There 
were 20 of us, including Dan on trumpet, so we made a goodly sound 
which was much appreciated by those we called on. As usual, the well 
deserved refreshments afterwards were greatly enjoyed! Special 
thanks go to Dan Friend who came down from Norwich to play for us. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of the people of Parham we raised £220 for 
the East Anglia Children's Hospices. Jane Slade 

        10 

  Parham 

MATTHEW TANTON BROWN 
Talks about ... 

‘PLANTS FOR THE DRY GARDEN’ 
 

PARHAM VILLAGE HALL, IP13 9LZ 
 

FRIDAY 10th MARCH 2023 at 7.00pm 
 

Tickets are £10  which includes re-
freshments - glass of wine/fruit juice 

D R A W  
To book, please contact:  

Sue Paul Tel: 01728 723670/sue_paul@hotmail.com 
Parham Hall, Parham, Woodbridge, IP13 9AB 

 
IN AID OF THE CORRANCE SCHOOL TRUST  

This charity gives grants to young people in  
Parham and Hacheston for religious and  

educational   purposes. 

Parham - Time to get walking again! 

John Harris 

www.walkinginengland.co.uk 

john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

mailto:sue_paul@hotmail.com
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk


 

 

 

 

Parham Parish Council  

We were pleased to welcome Charlotte Stanley from Mill Green as a 
Councillor at our first meeting of the year. Charlotte grew up in Par-
ham as a child and she has now returned to live here with her own 
children. Charlotte is an NHS nurse and also runs a private ear-
cleaning clinic.  

We currently have a full Council with all 7 Councillor vacancies filled, 
but there will be parish (and ward) elections on Thursday 
4th May when all seats will be available again.  If you are interested 
in standing as a Parish Councillor, please contact the clerk who can 
drop a nomination form off to you. Forms need completing and hand
-delivering to East Suffolk Council by 4th April. Please note, for the 
first time, all voters will be required to take photo ID with them when 
they vote. If you don’t already have an accepted form of photo ID, or 
you’re not sure whether your photo ID still looks like you, you can 
apply for a free voter ID document, known as a Voter Authority Cer-
tificate.  

You can apply for this at www.voter-authority-
certificate.service.gov.uk   

If more than 7 candidates apply then Parham will have a contested 
election which electors will vote on, if not the election will be uncon-
tested. All Councillors will begin their term in office on Tuesday 
9th May. 

Our next Parish Council meeting is on Tuesday 7th March in 
the meeting room at the Village Hall. We will be discussing 
plans for the Coronation weekend and preparing for our end-of-year 
audit. Residents are welcome to attend and can ask questions or 
suggest items for discussion at a future meeting during the Public 
Forum.  

Looking ahead, please save the date for our Annual Parish Meet-
ing and Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council, which will 
both be held on Tuesday 23rd May.  

www.parham.suffolk.cloud 

       Parham 
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file://///var/tmp/com.apple.email.maild/EMContentRepresentation/com.apple.mobilemail/EB9F2218-FA2D-461F-B050-DDD4286E7124/www.voter-authority-certificate.service.gov.uk
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                Parham 
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Parham Airfield  

Museum Volunteer 
Vacancies 

As a charity Parham 
Airfield Museum relies 
on its team of volun-
teers to help it run and 
thrive. We are always 
looking for new volun-
teers to undertake a 
range of tasks includ-
ing helping our visitors 
on our open days 
(Sundays from April- 
end of October and 
Wednesdays over sum-
mer), helping in the 
tearoom and working 
behind the scenes with 
our maintenance team. 
We offer full training 
and continued sup-
port.   

 A few hours of your 
time would make all 
the difference.  If you 
would like to join our 
friendly team of volun-
teers, please contact 
us on Parhamair-
field@yahoo.co.uk and 
we will provide further 
information, or you 
could come for a trial 
session.  

mailto:Parhamairfield@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Parhamairfield@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

 

13 



 

 

                 Hacheston 

 

Hacheston Village Hall is open for hiring. 

The Petanque Courts at the Village Hall have been upgraded to improve their accessi-
bility. All residents are welcome to use the Courts 

but please make sure you close the gates afterwards to prevent the rabbits getting in 

Booking Clerk: Meryem Siemmond  hachestonvillagehall@yahoo.com   

Regular classes: 

Monday 

      9.30-11.30 Toddler Group Sandra Poacher  sandrapoacher@hotmail.co.uk 

      6.00 -7.30 Yoga Jo Ogden-King jokingy@hotmail.com 07855 755982  

Tuesdays 

      8.30am – 3.30pmNHS Cardio Rehab 

      4.45pm –8.15pm Ballet.  Anna Hartley admin@arschoolofdance.com  07740 
769742  

Wednesdays 

     9.45am-10.45am  Fitness dance  Cassie Drake cassiedrake1@hotmail.com 07956 
351275 

    2.00pm–2.45pm; 4.30pm–
7.45pm  Ballet. Anna Hartley admin@arschoolofdance.com 07740 769742  

Thursdays 

     10.00am – 12.00pm Art Club. Lorna Edwards lornaed@hotmail.com 07971 
077415 

     4.45pm – 8.15 pm Karate. Elizabeth Arvanitidou earvan120@gmail.com 07495 
608475  

 
Fridays 

      8.30am–1.00pm Cardio rehab with Jon Regester info@jonregester.co.uk  07941 
303956 
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mailto:hachestonvillagehall@yahoo.com
mailto:sandrapoacher@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:joking@hotmail.com
mailto:admin@arschoolofdance.com
mailto:admin@arschoolofdance.com
mailto:cassiedrake1@hotmail.com
mailto:admin@arschoolofdance.com
mailto:admin@arschoolofdance.com
mailto:lornaed@hotmail.com
mailto:earvan120@gmail.com
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Here’s a date for you diaries, Mothering Sunday falls on Sunday 19th 
March this year and the elders will be leading a celebration at 10.30 in 
Hacheston Village Hall, followed by refreshments. Everyone is welcome.   

Kaye Dawe: 07510 612672    

All Saints Church, Hacheston—Flower Rota 

 

 

      Hacheston 
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 March 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th –LENT 

 April 9th –EASTER 

 April  16th, 23rd, 30th– Sarah Mackenzie 



 

 

             Hacheston 

 
Hacheston Parish Council 
Lydia Kirk joined us as the Parish Clerk in November. Lydia is the clerk for 3 
other local parish councils and is also the new Deputy Town Clerk at Fram 
so she has brought a wealth of experience with her and has settled in well to 
the job. Lydia has also been our Poll Clerk in Hacheston for several years so 
she will be a familiar face to many of you. 
We had a productive meeting in January and are looking at several ways the 
Parish Council can be modernised. 
Our new village website, www.hacheston.suffolk.cloud  is now live. You can 
find all Parish Council documents such as minutes and agendas here as 
well as other local information. Please let us know if you have any village 
news or events that you would like sharing on the website; we would like it to 
become a useful resource for the whole village. 
We are also compiling a digital mailing list which we hope will allow more 
effective two-way communication with residents. We will use this to share 
news, important updates, local road closures etc. Each house should by now 
have been hand-delivered a flyer about this and there are also links to join 
the list directly from the ‘Newsletter’ tab of our website.  Your details won’t 
be passed on and you can unsubscribe at any point. 
We will be having parish elections in May. The Parish Council would benefit 
from some new Councillors with fresh ideas and enthusiasm if it is to be kept 
relevant and effective.  We only normally meet 6 times a year and corre-
spond via email between meetings. Hacheston is a small village so a Coun-
cillor’s work does not take up a lot of time and it is an interesting and reward-
ing voluntary position. More details can be found on our Election poster and 
website. If you would like to find out more please email the clerk in the first 
instance- hachestonparishclerk@gmail.com Nomination forms can be deliv-
ered to you. 
Our next parish Council meeting will be on Wednesday 22

nd
 March at 

7.30pm in the meeting room of the Village Hall. Why not come along to 
hear what we have planned for the Coronation and hear some ideas of how 
our CIL funding might be spent? Residents are welcome to ask questions 
during the Public Forum of the meeting. 

Save the Date: Our next main event will be the Annual Parish Meetings on 

Friday 12th May. We will be hearing from groups in the village and recapping on 
the past year. We will be providing refreshments and hope to make this a social 

occasion. We would encourage residents to come and chat with the newly elect-
ed Councillors, and find out our plans for 2023 and beyond.  We would love it if 
more residents took an active interest in the Parish Council; we are here to help 

you and work for the good of the village as a whole. 
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http://www.hacheston.suffolk.cloud/
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Be a councillor on Marlesford Parish Council? 

Local elections take place on 4th May and that includes for 
the Parish Council so this is a good time to consider stand-
ing. 

If you want to help improve the quality of life and the envi-
ronment in the village including making sure people of all 
ages views are heard, being a councillor could be for you.  

Nomination papers have to be submitted by the end 
March. If you wish to know more look on the East Suffolk 
website or contact our clerk Mel marlesfordpc@gmail.com 
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     Marlesford 
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              Marlesford 

           Campsea Ashe 

 

 

 

Kathy and Jeremy  

Spencer  

from Campsea Ashe, 

are sailing round the world.  

Table Mountain in the back-
ground. 

Marlesford diary 

March 24th Soup ‘n Scone 12.00 – 

1.00 Community Centre 

April  30th Music@Marlesford  at 

7.00pm.  Details in the April Maga-



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Reminder that on Sunday 26th March at the Campsea Ashe 9.30 
Communion Service, Tony Allwood will attend, along with 30 cushions for 
us to use during the service. This is the Diocesan cushion trial! We’ll use the 
cushions during the service and give Tony our views at the end. If you’re 
thinking of changing or improving your heating, do come along and test the 
cushions!  

 Lost and Found. In Campsea Ashe Church we have a pair of ladies’ leath-
er gloves, also a pair of glasses were left on a windowsill recently. Both 
items are on the table just inside the church, waiting to be reunited with 
their owners. 
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      Campsea Ashe 

BRICK KILN ACCOMMODATION 
Brick Kiln, Campsea Ashe, Suffolk. IP13 0QL 

 
For full details and booking, see our  

 website www.brickkilnfarmsuffolk.co.uk 
 

A warm welcome awaits you at Brick Kiln Farm Accommodation, (18+ only) with the 
choice of Self-Catering and/Camping or a combination of both! Quiet, country location with 
a 10-minute walk across the fields to the village; Campsea Ashe Shop and The Duck Pub.  

Easy access to A12 and Wickham Market Railway Station 

SELF-CATERING (18+) 
Open All Year Round 

Self-contained studio with fully equipped kitchen, en-suite bedroom. All bedding and towels 
included. TV & wi-fi.  Own entrance with outside patio/seating area. Allocated parking. 

(Sorry! No Pets Allowed in Self-Catering.)  
 

CAMPING (18+) 
Open from Easter to end September  

Small and friendly campsite. One-acre flat field with high hedges. Fire pit available for each 
pitch. Wood to be purchased on site. Loos, hot showers and kitchen. Undercover seating 
area and table tennis. Peaceful countryside. Tents; Motorhomes & Campervans all wel-
come., also dogs.  
Enquiries can be made via email brickkilnfarm@gmail.com and/or phone 

Tina on 077724 210862 

http://www.brickkilnfarmsuffolk.co.uk
mailto:brickkilnfarm@gmail.com


 

 

Ukraine Reflection from Dan Poulter 

  

 

I’m aware the first anniversary of the invasion of Ukraine approach-

es, by the time you read these lines this sombre date will have just 

passed.  

Like many of you I have been reflecting on the impact this has had 

across our country and particularly here in Suffolk.   

The tragic loss of life in Ukraine is deeply saddening and many peo-

ple have been forced to flee their homes. The UK response to the 

crisis has been commendable, not least of all here in Suffolk where, 

as ever, I’ve been heartened by the response of our local communi-

ties.   

I’ve seen first-hand, the compassion for Ukrainian refugees from res-

idents across Suffolk and it is humbling to witness the way the 

Ukrainian families have settled into life here, with children attending 

schools and parents finding work. How difficult attempting a normal 

life in a foreign country must be, whilst worrying about loved ones 

forced to stay behind.  

As a regular visitor to our local schools, during a recent visit I was 

delighted to meet with a young Ukrainian student who my parliamen-

tary team and I assisted in settling here. The student is now thriving 

within the school, and I was impressed to learn how easily they had 

settled into school and Suffolk life, supported by staff and fellow pu-

pils.   

We all remain concerned about what the future holds for Ukraine and 

hope for a resolution soon. 
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To advertise in  

‘A Slice of Suffolk’  

please contact  

Nan Waterfall. 

email:  

inforforsosADS@gmail.com  

Or Tel: 01728 747038 

mailto:inforforsosADS@gmail.com
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Claire’s Home Care 

Care & Compassion in the comfort of your own home 

Over 20 years’ experience in Social Services and Home Care 

NVQ Level 3, Excellent references available 

Tel 07549 039506 

Services include: Shopping, Meal preparation, Transport to appoint-
ments 

Bathroom assistance, Personal care, Medication prompting 

Eating and drinking assistance, Companionship 

Trips out to places of interest, Help with correspondence 
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From the Editorial Team 
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PRIVATE TUITION              

 
   

Heather Whiffin, B.Ed, MaST 
Primary Maths and English bespoke lessons. 

  
Primary Maths Specialist 

DBS checked. 
Contact: heatutor21@yahoo.com 

  

A Gentle Reminder 

The maximum number of words for articles is 400, and the edito-
rial team reserves the right to abridge longer articles in order to 
fit the size of the magazine.  

Please Note: The opinions expressed by authors of articles in ‘A 
Slice of Suffolk’ are entirely those of the authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of the editorial team. ‘A Slice of Suffolk’ 
magazine is not liable for the accuracy of the information provid-
ed or responsible for any use of the content. Thank you. 

Magazine subscriptions for 2023 are due now, so if 
you haven’t already paid please could you do so. We 
run on very tight margins so every subscription counts! The cost 
is £6 for the year, and you can pay by cash, cheque or BACS. If 
you need help, please contact nanwaterfall@gmail.com. 

Details for the latter are: 

Account Name:    Parish Magazine 

Sort code:    20-98-07 

Account:          70690732 
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Advertising 
Size One 

month 
Three 
months 

Six 
months 

One year 

 
Eighth 
page 

  
£4 

 
£11  

  
£20 

  
£35 

 
Quarter 
page 

  
£8 

  
£22 

  
£40 

  
£70 

 
Half page 

  
£16 

  
£40 

  
£75 

  
£140 

The Deadline date for April 2023 magazine is … 

Friday 24th of March 2023 . 

Please note that the contacts for the magazine has changed from 
March 2023. If you have an article for the magazine, please send 

to it to: infoforSOS@gmail.com. 

If you have an advert for the magazine please send it to: 

inforforsosADS@gmail.com  

Thank you.  

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

A ‘Slice of Suffolk’ magazine has a small group of Volunteers who 
work in their own time to make the magazine happen from its 
monthly creation to distribution. The Volunteers hope that the 
readers will enjoy the magazine which aims to reflect some as-
pects of the Orebeck Benefice covering the parishes of 
Brandeston, Kettleburgh, Easton, Parham, Hacheston, Marlesford 
and Campsea Ashe. 

Jan Baldwin (Articles Editor)  and Nan Waterfall (Adverts). 

mailto:inforforsosADS@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 


