Orebeck Benefice: Pastoral Contacts

PRIEST-IN-CHARGE

Rev’d. Ann Kember
mobile

annkember58@gmail.com

01473 791505
07369 240252

LAY READER

Martin Crane

07824 835493

ELDERS

Mary Baker

01728 685807

Jackie Clark

01728 723623

Jane Woodbury-Eggins

01728 746667

John Bradfield

01728 724481

Carol Cooke

01728 747625

Jane Slade

01728 723707

ORGANIST

Graeme Hall

01728 746371

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER: Lesley Bensley
email: lesleybensley@gmail.com

07901 882464

Orebeck Benefice: Churchwardens

Brandeston Mary Baker 01728 685807
Chris McArthur 01473 737553

Kettleburgh St Andrews | John Bater 01728 723532
Persephone Booth | 01728 723502

Easton Jane Woodbury- 01728 746667
Eggins

Parham St Mary’s | John Bradfield 01728 724481
John Adams 07789 746910

Marlesford St Andrews | Nan Waterfall 01728 747038
Lord Marlesford 01728 746730

Campsea Ashe |St Johnthe |Glenys Fear 01728 747177

Hacheston

Contacting Rev. Ann
Rev'd Ann serves on
a 0.5 basis, and her
normal working days
are Saturday to
Tuesday inclusive.

Outside of those
days please leave an
answerphone mes-
sage or email which
she will attend to as
soon as possible,

or in an emergency
please contact one of
the Benefice Elders
or Churchwardens.

Orebeck Benefice
News

The Benefice News
will be emailed
monthly to all who
request it, and print
copies will be availa-
ble at each church.

Please send items for
inclusion by the 20th
of each month to
peter.marett
@hotmail.co.uk.

To be placed on the
mailing list, please
contact Rev’'d Ann.

Orebeck Benefice News

May 2024

Hawthorn: The May Tree

Let the trees of the

forest sing,

let themysing for joy i
before the Lord. Chronicles 16:33

From Rev’d Ann:

‘ surrounded by the fresh

of the natural world and the weather
(hopefully) is getting warmer.

On the 12th May we celebrate Rogation

Sunday. We will be walking from Brandeston,

to Kettleburgh and then to Easton (with a
picnic and tea and cake in between!). The
Christian observance of Rogation was taken
from the Roman practice of processing to

invoke divine favour to protect crops against

mildew. The tradition grew to incorporate

the use of processions and litanies to pray for

the blessing of the land. The poet George
Herbert interpreted the procession as a
means of asking for God’s blessing on the
land, of encouraging fellowship between
neighbours with reconciling of differences
and of charitable giving to the poor. | think
he had the right idea!

May is one of my favourite
months of the year. We are

~ < greenness and new colours
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The seven villages
the Orebeck Benefice

The Orebeck Benefice in East Suffolk is in the
diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich.

. Campsea
Ashe
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We also celebrate Ascension, Pentecost and
Trinity Sunday in May. These are all im-
portant celebrations in the liturgical year
and so we will be having a month of bene-
fice services, so that we too can grow in
fellowship and ask God’s blessing not just
on the land, but on the people of our
benefice.

Ascension reminds us that Jesus is the uni-
versal Christ, part of the Godhead and yet
still fully part of each human being.
Pentecost gives us the Holy Spirit, our
strength, our encourager, and our enabler.

Finally, Trinity Sunday celebrates God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit who moves in a
never-ending dance of love through all of
creation. Which takes us back to Rogation
a time to ask God to bless, heal and recon-
cile all that he has made.

Go well,
Ann
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Benefice Calendar: May 2024

5 pm Compline at Marlesford

EASTER 6

5 pm Compline at Marlesford

ASCENSION DAY

ROGATION SUNDAY

5 pm Compline at Marlesford

Easton May Fair on the Village Green
Saturday 4th May
2pmto4 pm

Fun for all

the family

Sunday 5th May

10 am Benefice Holy Communion
at Hacheston

Sunday 12th May \<

Rogation Sunday Special

11 am Benefice Holy Communion
at Brandeston

Following the service you are invit-
ed to move on to Kettleburgh
village hall for a picnic and then a
walk (or drive) to Easton for a
short service and tea and cake.
Lifts will be available to reunite
people with their cars. (see Rev’d
Ann’s piece on the front page).

QH details to follow.........

12th May: Rogation (from the Latin “rogare” (to ask). Like many Christian festivals, this

originated in pagan Rome where a procession followed by the sacrifice of a dog and a

sheep was made to implore the gods to protect the crops from blight. Today our prayers

are directed to God, our benevolent Protector and Provider, and relate to our spiritual

well-being: “Merciful God, send down upon this village, our homes and farms, all things

needful for our spiritual welfare, that we may dwell together in unity and love. Grant that

we may reflect the image of the Holy Family, and that our homes be places of virtuous

living, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen”. In our case, there are seven village and

church communities to pray for. As God instructed through the old prophet Jeremiah

“seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which | have carried you” (Jeremiah 29:7)
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Benefice Calendar: May 2024

PENTECOST

Coffee morning*

5 pm Compline at Marlesford

TRINITY SUNDAY

5 pm Compline at Marlesford

«—

The next Benefice Service is at Kettleburgh

on 2nd June at 10 am.

J

Sunday 19th May

10 am Benefice Holy Communion at
Marlesford
6 pm Evening Prayer at Parham

Sunday 26th May

10 am Benefice Holy Communion
at Campsea Ashe

6.30 pm Evening Prayer at
Kettleburgh

Saturday 1st June 2pm at
Saints Hacheston
Celebration and Thanksgiving for the
life of Helen Brookes.
Everyone who knew Helen is welcome
to the service and tea in the village hall
afterwards.

*Meet Rev'd. Ann for coffee at The Station House, Campsea Ashe on the
| third Tuesday of every month between 10.30 am and noon.
Parking is available at the station or at Clark & Simpson’s auction centre.

9th May: Remembering the Ascension when Jesus returned to the Father to prepare a

place for us. But He didn’t leave us to cope on our own .....

19th May: Celebrating Pentecost when the promised Holy Spirit arrived to encourage,

inspire and empower the followers of Jesus. Previously God’s presence was symbolised

with a flame in the temple. At Pentecost flames of God’s presence rested on each of

those assembled—indicating that God is present now with each individual believer.

Together we make up his Church, God’s ambassadors in the world.

26th May: Trinity Sunday when we remember that God reveals himself as three

persons—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—together in the one Godhead. Three, yet so per-

fectly united in love, they are one. A mystery beyond our ability to understand!



